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Message Text 
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PAGE 01 BRUSSE 08559 22I727Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 AGRE-00 EB-07 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 FRB-OI INR-07 NSAE-00 EPG-02 SP-02 STR-04 
TRSE-00 LAB-04 SIL-OI OMB-OI /048 W 

039130 222247Z/44 

R22I7I3Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1009 

UNCLAS BRUSSELS 08559 

USEEC 

PASS AGRICULTURE ELECTRONICALLY 

EO 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EEC, EAGR 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED EC PLAN TO HOLD TOTAL 1977/78 CORN 
IMPORTS TO 1 1 MILLION TON MAXIMUM 

REP: PASTO 68 

1 . WE QUERIED SEPARATELY POLICY AND WORKING LEVEL 
OFPICIALS OF EC COMMISSION'S GRAIN DIVISION REGARDING 
THE ALLEGED PLAN DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. BOTH SOURCES SAID 
THERE WAS NO TRUTH TO THE REPORT WHATSOEVER. MOREOVER, 

II IS DIPFICULT TO SEE WHAT MECHANISM THE COMMISSION 
COULD USE TO QUOTE MAXIMIZE INTRA-EC TRADE IN BARLEY 
AND WHEAT UNQUOTE. 

2. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN TOLD THAT 
THE GRAIN EXPORT POLICY OP THE EC WILL BE MORE AGRESSIVE 
IN 1977/78 THAN IN RECENT YEARS BECAUSE THE GRAIN CROP 
WILL EXCEED LAST YEAR'S BY ABOUT 15 MILLION TONS TO 
TOTAL 105-106 MILLION TONS. THIS MEANS LARGER UNIT AND 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR WHEAT EXPORT SUBSIDIES. OUR 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 BRUSSE 08559 221727Z 

COMMISSION SOURCES SAY THE EC'S NET IMPORT POSITION 
THIS YEAR WILL DECLINE FROM A DEFICIT OF 20 MILLION TONS 
TO ABOUT 5 MILLION TONS. HINTON 
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